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New National Initiative Reaches Young Girls and Women of Congress
Washington D.C – October 15, 2009 – A handful of women U.S. House Representatives convened in front of the Capitol in support of a new national initiative – Girls Rock the House (GRTH) - designed to educate young girls about the political process and encourage future political involvement. 

The genesis of this program is rooted in the documented gaps seen for women’s political participation in the U.S. While women comprise 50% of the nation’s population, statistics reveal that they comprise just 17% of those serving in Congress.
“We should be improving those numbers,” says Representative Sue Myrick (NC-9), an early supporter of GRTH and advisory board member. “This program will provide an outlet for young girls to learn about how our political system works and how they can get involved.”
GRTH will reach 8th grade girls in political districts represented by women of the House of Representatives. Local GRTH groups will be formed for a 6-week learning experience, culminating with a national bill writing competition. Winners will convene in June for a 2-day trip to Washington, D.C. in June 2010, which includes meeting Congresswomen.
“I am delighted to be a part of Girls Rock the House,” says Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL-20), a GRTH advisory board member. “This initiative sends a message to girls that they can and should consider politics as a career in future years. I am sure that my work with Girls Rock the House will introduce me to many future members of Congress.”

- continued -

Nine other U.S. Representatives joined Rep. Myrick and Wasserman Schultz on the GRTH advisory board, including Marsha Blackburn (TN), Shelley Moore Capito (WV), Lois Capps (CA), Yvette Clarke (NY), Mary Fallin (OK), Kay Granger (TX), Ann Kirkpatrick (AZ), Carolyn McCarthy (NY), and Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA).
More than 20% of the women of the House have committed to participating in the program and additional commitments are expected in the weeks to come.
“Women in politics play an important role in our country,” says Mary Tribble, president of Tribble Creative Group and founder of GRTH. “Girls Rock the House will encourage young girls to dream big dreams and will give them the tools to achieve them.”
AT&T is the founding Presenting funder and BAE Systems has joined as a national supporter as well. 
For more information, visit www.girlsrockthehouse.org.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter (http://www.twitter.com/girlsrockhouse).
About GRTH
A fiscal sponsorship fund is established for GRTH through The Foundation For The Carolinas. Nonprofit tax id # is 56-6047886. GRTH is managed by Tribble Creative Group (www.tribblecreativegroup.com).
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